change?in Britain to-day, such a process of re-evaluation is currently under way; the old concept of a patient's being "Not fit to be at large" is being replaced by a widespread concern for the many harmless psychotics who are now seen to be "Not fit to be kept locked up in hospital".
Cultural traditions not only contribute to the recognition of mental symptons but also in many cases to the form of their expression. In different societies schizophrenic patients will report with remarkable regularity that they have been possessed by a magic snake, or by a malignant ghost, or that they are being played upon by means of electricity, or radio or television : the basic subjective experience is similar, but it is clothed in the imagery of their time and place. This is still more apparent in neurotic disorders : anxious people learn how to be ill and obey the fashions which prevail at a given moment. It is therefore evident that any attempt to assess the true prevalence of mental disorders must start with a thorough appraisal of the attitudes and beliefs surrounding mental illness in the chosen population at the time of the investigation. 
